The phenomenon of family exists in all cultures and countries, although the composition of a family varies. When we ask the question about how to define a family, we will get a lot of different answers, as function, norms, rights and duties are contextual. There is no neutral position to speak from when we present family definitions and knowledge about families. We encounter a world in which some have power and some have less power. In the hierarchy, the majority position may sometimes present their knowledge as the knowledge, and not only one specific position. Family has been a contested issue in the Western women's liberation movement. The argument is that women tend to be suppressed within this institution, though some postcolonial perspectives also argue that women are protected within the family system. The protection from the state differs according to how comprehensive the welfare system is for inhabitants. We should therefore be careful
to not use what Donna Haraway has called the "God-trick"; we should not generalize one specific standpoint, as if we think we are able to talk from a neutral standpoint and being situated.
The different materials presented in this issue are all linked to the topic of family.
They are about families in a diverse and changing society, and also contribute with how social work is linked with families in different cultural and international contexts. "Questioning the Question: How can a husband rape his wife?" is an essay about the critical incident that Anjali Nicole Walquist experienced as a master student in an international classroom. She discusses answers to this question from different perspectives such as culture, gender, opinions and personal definitions. As a former minority student in the US, she has now been put in a majority position in the global classroom with students from both Africa and Asia. While in the minority, she thought it would be better to be in the majority and vice versa. Hence, the essay is an intriguing example that illustrates the need for-and the value of inter-sectional reflexivity when students and academics meet across nations, cultures, genders and other social divisions.
